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Standing in the Courtyard of
the Nagasaki Prefectural Office

The cannon measures approximately 232 cm in length, with a bore
of about 12 cm.

At its thickest point near the breech, the circumference is about 130
cm, while at the muzzle it is about 83 cm. Slightly behind the midpoint
of the barrel protrude the trunnions used to mount it on a carriage, and
just above the touch hole near the breech, the engraved letters “ER”
can be seen.

These are the specifications of a cannon displayed at the entrance of
the Tenri Central Library in Nara.

In fact, this very cannon is said to have been one of those mounted
on the Portuguese ship Madre de Deus (also known as Nossa Senhora
da Graga), which exploded and sank off Nagasaki in 1610.

Now, I find myself standing in the courtyard of the Nagasaki
Prefectural Office.

Cannon recovered from Nagasaki Bay, believed to have been mounted on the
Madre de Deus (Tenri Central Library Collection)



It has been nearly three years since I first saw this cannon at the Tenri
Library. Ever since I was struck by the cold touch of its cast iron, I became
absorbed in the events surrounding the Deus ship. After poring over
historical materials from both Japan and abroad, I finally boarded the first
ANA flight this morning and made my way here to Nagasaki.

The reason I headed first to the Prefectural Office is that this site
was once home to the Jesuit headquarters—the church known in
Japanese as the “Church of Our Lady of the Assumption on the Cape.”
It was here that the dramatic escape of the Deus began.

Today, the wharf of Nagasaki Port lies more than 300 meters to
the west of this location. But in those days, this site formed a small
promontory, crowned by a Jesuit church, with the sea pressing right up
beneath it. The slope descending northwest from the present office—
now called Kencho-zaka—still preserves traces of that terrain. At the
foot of the slope, beside the Third Government Building, stands a

monument marking the landing place of Portuguese ships.

View of Nagasaki Bay (left); at right, the monument marking the landing place
of Nanban ships beside the Nagasaki Prefectural Office Building No. 3



Now, early in the morning of January 3, 1610—372 years ago from
today—five men gathered at this very place, in the Jesuit bishop’s
residence attached to the church on the cape.

They were:

Francisco Pacheco, Vice-Provincial of the Jesuits;

Joao Rodrigues, the Procurator (treasurer);

Hasegawa Saheiji Fujihiro, Magistrate of Nagasaki;

Murayama Toan (Antonio), local governor;

and Arima Harunobu (Jodo Protasio), lord of Hinoe in Hizen—the
central figure in the Deus affair.

Each man, harboring his own intentions, waited impatiently for the
arrival of another:

André Pessoa, captain of the Madre de Deus, anchored in

Nagasaki harbor.

Pessoa was not merely a
ship’s captain. As capitio-

mor, he bore responsibility

for trade between Macau and
Nagasaki. During his term,
he wielded authority not
only over military matters

in Macau but also over its

BEABREBEHE.
H Ny OBTHET
RELIEBDNS,

The Japanese riot is
believed to have occurred
near the Church of

Sé&o Paulo in Macau.

judicial and administrative
affairs—effectively serving
as a kind of acting governor

of the city.
Map of Macau



Ordinarily, the tenure of a capitao-mor was brief, lasting only
until a single voyage between Macau and Nagasaki was completed.
However, misfortune befell Pessoa: for two years after his arrival in
Macau, voyages to Nagasaki were suspended, extending his term to an
unusually long duration.

This suspension was due to interference by the Dutch. Having gained
independence from Spain, the Dutch were now advancing into East Asia,
threatening Spanish and Portuguese trading bases by force. As a result,
Pessoa remained in Macau for neatly two years, governing the city—and
this circumstance ultimately paved the way for his downfall.

The incident began in 1608, the year after Pessoa arrived in Macau.

A Japanese red-seal ship dispatched by Arima Harunobu, returning

from Champa, lost its wind and put into Macau. At that time, another

The square in front of St. Paul’s Church, where the Japanese riot
is said to have occurred



group of Japanese—who had
been shipwrecked on their
way back from Tonkin, seized
a Chinese vessel, and fled to
Macau—was already there.
These two groups of
Japanese, ignoring the attempts
of Portuguese authorities to

restrain them, roamed the city

armed. Eventually, disputes

broke out between Japanese and
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Reconstructed model of Macau
(Macau Maritime Museum) purchase of goods, and even an

% Portuguese merchants over the

associate judge who attempted to mediate was injured.

This marked the beginning of what became known as the “Japanese
riot” in Macau.

It was André Pessoa himself who brutally suppressed the uprising.

He cornered a group of Japanese rioters in a building, set it ablaze
with incendiary devices, and shot them down one by one as they tried
to escape. Furthermore, when he captured a man believed to be a
ringleader, he forced him to testify that the entire blame lay with the
Japanese—presumably to justify his actions to the Japanese authorities.
After extracting this statement, he had the man executed on the spot by
hanging,.

Soon afterward, Pessoa arrived in Nagasaki aboard the Deus in

June 1609.



Upon learning of the Macau incident through Portuguese reports,
Nagasaki Magistrate Hasegawa and Governor Murayama—who had
long wished to seize control of the Macau—Nagasaki trade for the
Japanese—saw their opportunity.

At the time, trade with Macau was dominated entirely by the
Portuguese. Prices of essential imports such as raw silk were effectively
controlled by Jesuit intermediaries. As a result, Japan was often forced
to pay exorbitant prices or accept insufficient quantities, and resentment
toward the Portuguese had been steadily growing.

Then came this incident.

Hasegawa and Murayama could not let it pass.

They brought Arima Harunobu—whose retainers had been killed in
Macau—into their scheme and attempted to use the incident as leverage

to purchase the cargo of the Deus at prices set by the Japanese.
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Remains of the moat at Sakuramachi intersection, once separating
the inner and outer districts of Nagasaki

Thus, on January 3, both sides gathered at the Jesuit residence for
what was to be their final meeting.

But Pessoa never appeared.

Instead, as Harunobu and the others, having waited in vain, stepped
out through the gate of the Church of Our Lady of the Assumption,
they saw a startling sight:

The Deus was hastily preparing to depart.



Site of the Church of Santa Maria of the Hill
(now Nagasaki Prefectural Art Museum)

The Center of Nagasaki at the Time
of the Incident

Leaving the Prefectural Office, a main road runs straight north.
Today it is known as the avenue in front of the Prefectural Office,
forming the city’s central axis. Along both sides stand key institutions—
the Prefectural Police Headquarters, Legal Affairs Bureau, Telegraph
and Telephone Office, City Hall, and more.

One of these buildings—the site of the Telegraph Office—marks
where the Nagasaki Magistrate’s Office once stood.

From there, turning east off the main avenue, one finds the



government office complex behind the Sumitomo Life building.
This was once the site of the Misericordia Church. The road beside it
climbs steeply in stone steps—this is Daionji-zaka, named after the
temple built here after the church was destroyed following the ban on
Christianity.

Two streets north lies Ganryu-zaka, named whimsically after the
warchouses of the Kokura and Choshu domains that once stood
facing each other across the slope. It is believed that Murayama Toan’s
residence once stood at the site of the Kokura domain’s warehouse.

Below this slope runs a road following the trace of an old moat,
extending from Kozenmachi to Sakuramachi. In the past, several
bridges spanned this moat. Crossing one near Sakuramachi would
have led to the Church of San Antonio; crossing another further south
would have led to the Church of Santiago.

One must not overlook the large east—west moat crossing
Sakuramachi intersection. Today a streetcar line runs along its bed,
making it less noticeable. Yet together with the north—south moat
and the surrounding sea, it once formed a complete defensive system,
making Nagasaki a fortified city.

Continuing north from Sakuramachi, one soon reaches Katsuyama
Elementary School—formerly the site of the Church of Santo Domingo.
Turning left beyond it leads to the site of the Church of Santa Maria of
the Hill, now occupied by the Prefectural Museum of Art.

Further west lies Saisho-ji Temple, where the Spanish merchant Avila
Giron is believed to have lived. Spending his later years in Nagasaki,

he authored the extensive chronicle known as The Kingdom of Japan.
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In it, he left an account of the Deus incident from the perspective of a
European resident—one that differs from Jesuit records and offers a
more neutral viewpoint.

Continuing westward for about fifteen minutes brings one to
Honren-ji Temple, the former site of the Church of Saint Lazarus and
Saint John the Baptist.

Climbing the cemetery steps behind the temple leads to the
summit of Mount Tateyama. It is a steep, almost straight ascent—
quite exhausting—but reaching the top, one realizes that the general
landscape of Nagasaki at the time of the incident has now been
retraced.

After working up a sweat, I took a break at the observation café of
Hotel Nagasaki.

Looking out over the evening view of the city spread below, I found
myself imagining—just for a moment—the silhouette of the Deus

within that scene.

The Mysterious Three Days

Let us return to the story.

By the evening of January 3, driven by the northwesterly wind, the Deus
still remained inside the harbor. She did not have enough crew. Many of her
men were still stranded on land. Despite Pessoa’s calls for them to return,

only “a little over fifty men, including those already aboard,” had made it
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Tomachi inlet, where the Deus anchored during its attempted escape

back to the ship before Nagasaki harbor was sealed off.

Worse still, a fierce headwind was blowing from the northwest,
while the tide, rising toward full flood, was flowing into the harbor. It
was a contrary tide. For Pessoa, there was nothing to do but prepare his
defenses and wait.

Meanwhile, Arima’s forces, centered on six large atake-type warships
and supported by countless small boats, had completed their formation
as if to envelop the Deus.

Then at last—around eight in the evening, according to Jesuit
records—the tide began to ebb.

The anchor of the Deus was raised. The spritsail caught the wind and
turned the ship’s head. A white sail fluttered on the topmast, then filled with

wind. Using the current, the ship slowly began to tack her way upwind.
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After leaving the Tomachi inlet, the Deus attempts to reach
the open sea via Takaboko Island...

“The Deus is escaping!”

A cry rose from the surrounding forces. The attack began. In the
first wave, more than thirty small boats rushed in from three sides,
firing arrows and guns at the ship from every direction.

The Deus answered with a broadside from five cannons.

After the roar came silence—and into that silence sounded the music
of a charamela, an old form of oboe. Arima’s first attacking force had
been scattered by the cannon fire. Some men, clinging to fragments of
their broken boats, heard that mocking sound drifting from the Deus.

After this battle, the Deus, harried by Arima’s small boats and by
the northwesterly winter wind, struggled desperately toward the open
sea. But that day she “could get no farther than a small town within the

same harbor called Tomachi.”
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More than that, the Deus cast anchor off Tomachi and, for three full
days, did not move an inch.

Why?

The next day, I went to Tomachi by bus, and only then did I feel I
understood the reason.

After walking about fifteen minutes from the Tomachi bus stop, I
reached the remains of Megami Battery. At this point, Megami Point
juts out on one side and Kanzaki Point on the opposite shore. The bay
is squeezed between these two points, narrowing like the mouth of a
drawstring pouch. Beyond them, Koyagi Island—now connected to
Fukahori by reclaimed land—sits heavily across the bay, as if closing it
with a lid.

In other words, any ship passing Kanzaki Point and trying to reach
the open sea had to go around Koyagi Island, either to the left or the
right. But the left side of the island was full of shallows and reefs,
making passage impossible for a large vessel. That meant that once
past Kanzaki Point, the ship had to turn sharply to the right—that is,
toward the northwest.

According to the records, during the three days the Deus lay
anchored off Tomachi, the fierce northwesterly wind never ceased.
Tracing her course once more on a map, one can see that as far as
Kanzaki Point, the bay opens toward the southwest, so the ship could
make some progress by tacking against the northwesterly wind. But
once she passed through the narrow channel between Kanzaki Point
and Megami Point, she had to steer sharply northwest for the reasons

just described.
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A nau-type sailing vessel of th sme class as the Madre de Deus
(Macau Maritime Museum)

In short, she had to face the powerful northwest wind head-on.

Even a light modern yacht can only sail about forty-five degrees
into the wind. According to Professor C. R. Boxer, the Deus was an
enormous ship for her time, with a carrying capacity of some 800 tons.

Moreover, this area is dotted with many islands—Nezumi Point,
Takaboko Island, Kaminoshima, Shirogashima, Nakanoshima,
Matsushima, and others. Beyond Kanzaki Point, shallows such as
Mitsuse and Tojinse also awaited. There was simply no way for such a
ship to beat upwind through those waters.

For this reason, the Deus waited for three full days before Kanzaki

Point, until the northwest wind died down.
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Route of the Madre de Deus (reconstructed based on historical records
and conditions at the time)

Of course, Arima’s attacks did not cease during that time. On
January 4, the second day of pursuit, Harunobu tried to have divers cut
the anchor cable of the Deus. But Pessoa had anticipated this and had
moved a falcon cannon from the stern to the bow. With it, he shot the
divers one after another.

On the third day, Harunobu waited until nightfall and sent fire ships
drifting toward the Deus. But the tide did not carry them as intended, and

the attempt achieved nothing. The Fujiwara Arima Genealogy records:
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“On the following ninth day [January 5], several fishing boats of
Nagasaki Bay were loaded with burning grass, and thatch torn from
houses was piled upon them. They were set on fire and sent downwind
toward the black ship, but they did not drift as desired. When by chance
one came near, the ship fired its great guns, and this stratagem too
came to nothing.”’

At last, on January 6, the Feast of Epiphany, the wind that had been
raging until then suddenly stopped as if by miracle. Pessoa did not miss
the opportunity. He lowered several small boats and had them tow the
Deus. To pull an 800-ton ship in a dead calm was no ordinary task.
From his already small crew, he had to assign men to the oars, and a
desperate struggle began.

And now the huge Deus began to move, dragging forward heavily,
inch by inch—

as if being pulled toward an execution ground.

A Battle of Matchlocks and Fire Pots

I rose at six in the morning. After a simple breakfast at my business
hotel, I hurried aboard the ferry from Ohato to Kaminoshima. I was
the only passenger. Once out on the water, the wind struck my face
with a sharp, stinging pain.

A northwest wind.

The same wind that had blown against the Deus 370 years before
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was now blowing against my own body.

I could not bring myself to go into the cabin. Sniffling in the cold,
I stayed on deck until the end. The crew looked at me with puzzled
expressions.

The boat soon passed Kanzaki Point, turned to the right, slipped
between Kogo Island—Nezumi Island—and Takaboko Island, and
arrived at Kaminoshima. The journey took about twenty minutes.

Kaminoshima was once an island entirely of Christians. Even today,
most of its residents are Catholic. On a hill to the left of the pier stands
a Dominican church overlooking the harbor. Directly below that
church, on a rocky headland called Donku-no-Hana, stands a statue of
the Virgin Mary, also looking out over the sea. On its base are carved
the words:

“Commemorating the 400th Anniversary of the Arrival of Saint
Francis Xavier

Erected June 5, 1949

By the Faithful of Kaminoshima Catholic Church

Sculpted by Ueda Juzo”

From this point, Donku-no-Hana, the view opens wide. Looking
east, Takaboko Island lies to the left, while Kagenoo—now joined
with Koyagi Island—Iies to the right. Between them, the low hills
around Doikubi and Keikubi appear in the distance. Looking south,
Shirogashima overlaps with Nakanoshima behind it, and beyond them
Matsushima can be seen.

Through this panorama, the Deus moved slowly from east to west,

drawn forward by small boats.
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According to the records, the Deus then caught a favorable wind
and sailed a short distance. But the wind soon died again.

Then, at that moment, something came rowing up from behind.

It was a tower ship: two fifteen-oared boats lashed together, with a
fighting tower built up to the height of the Deus.

The tower ship rowed up to the stern of the Deus and seized her
with throwing hooks called sumaru, robbing her of freedom. Soon,
countless small boats rowed in and surrounded her on every side.

There is an episode worth noting here. Before the attack, the
Japanese Christian commanders are said to have inspired their Christian
soldiers by telling them:

“If the black ship—the nao—is not captured, all the padres will be
killed, and Christianity itself will be eradicated. If soldiers die so that
the padres may live, that is martyrdom.”

It is an intriguing glimpse into the complex nature of this incident.

The battle became fierce. From around eight until eleven at night, it
raged for more than three hours. From the Japanese tower ship, more
than five hundred matchlock shots were fired. Musketeers relieved
one another, climbing up and down the top level of the tower and
firing continuously. From the small boats, countless fire arrows and
matchlock shots were also launched.

The Deus fought back by throwing fire pots. These were metal
containers, made perhaps of lead, packed with explosive powder and lit by a
fuse before being thrown onto enemy ships—something like an early form
of hand grenade. The cannons were useless at such extremely close range.

But these fire pots proved fatal to the Deus.
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A bullet struck one that a Portuguese soldier was about to throw.
The container burst into flame and scattered at his feet, igniting the
other fire pots lined up on the deck. The fire spread and at last reached
the lateen sail. There were far too few men aboard. With no hands to
spare for firefighting, the sail burned down, and a large box filled with
gunpowder exploded into flames. The stern was now a mass of fire.

Pessoa made up his mind.

He prayed to God: “Praised be the Lord, who permits that all should
end with this.”

Then he ordered the powder magazine to be set alight.

Soon—

with a tremendous roar, a pillar of crimson fire shot upward. The
stern of the Deus was split in two, and the ship sank at last to the
seabed, thirty-three fathoms below.

Avila Girén wrote in The Kingdom of Japan that the force was so
great that “the whole city shook for a while.”

Now I have left Donku-no-Hana and come along the coast to
Shirogashima. Today, Shirogashima is connected to Kaminoshima by
a breakwater, and one can cross on foot. But on this day, the northwest
wind was so strong that while crossing the breakwater I nearly got
blown into the sea.

Even so, I somehow managed to stand on Shirogashima. It is
probably the closest land point to where the Deus sank.

Only after coming here could I faintly begin to imagine the sight of

the great ship, burning and sinking into the sea.
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