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Introduction

When one speaks of Suetsugu Heizo Masanao, the magistrate of
Nagasaki, he is often remembered as a man who could be called one
of the chief sources of the persecution of Christians in that city. The
Dominican friar Orfanel pointed to Heizo’s role as a persecutor, stating
that “Heizo was involved in all” of the many tortures carried out in
Nagasaki and the destruction of its churches.

Yet this same Heizo had once been a central pillar of the Christian
community in Nagasaki, bearing the baptismal name Joao. His father
was Suetsugu Kozen, who lived out his life as a devout Christian and as a
wealthy merchant of Hakata and Nagasaki.

Heizo, however, could not inherit these two things as they were.
Wealth and Christianity—once, in Nagasaki, these two had been
deeply connected without contradiction. This was because Nagasaki
trade was centered on relations with Portugal, and trade itself could
hardly be imagined apart from its connection with the Society of Jesus.
In the beginning, becoming a Christian also meant receiving a kind of
passport to participation in Nagasaki trade.

But now the age of prohibition and persecution had arrived, and
the Christians of Nagasaki were forced to choose between these two.
Some abandoned wealth and offered up their lives; others abandoned
Christianity. The former were counted among the martyrs and beatified,

while the latter were branded as apostates, bearing the label of Judas.



And Heizo, in exchange for the office of Nagasaki magistrate, chose

the path of the apostate.

Suetsugu Heizo and the Kimura Family

In 1550, the nineteenth year of Tenbun, Francis Xavier and his party
landed at Hirado, in the domain of the Matsuura clan.

Xavier had first set foot on Japanese soil the previous year, in
1549. Guided by the young Japanese man Anjiro, also known as
Yajiro, Xavier landed in Kagoshima and spent a year there engaged in
missionary work. Yet his initial hopes were not fully rewarded, partly

because of the cool treatment he received from Shimazu Takahisa. In
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Monument Commemorating the Landing of Francis Xavier,
facing Kagoshima'’s Kinkd Bay



the following year, 1550, Xavier left Kagoshima, placing his hopes on
reaching the capital.

On his way there, he stopped at Hirado.

At that very time, the first Portuguese merchant ship had entered the
port. Matsuura Takanobu, who placed great importance on Portuguese
trade, therefore gave Xavier and his companions a splendid welcome.

Xavier wrote:

“The lord of that place, Hirado, received us very warmly. After we
had stayed there for a short time, several hundred of the inhabitants
became believers.”

The person at the center of this conversion was a member of the
Kimura family, a retainer of the Matsuura clan. He served as Xavier’s

host during his stay in Hirado and became the first Christian convert

there. This was perhaps one of the greatest gains for the Christian
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Monument to Francis Xavier in Sakikata Park, Hirado
(commemorating the 400th anniversary of his arrival in Japan)



world in Japan. For from this family there later emerged Sebastian
Kimura, who would become the first Japanese to be ordained as a
priest, as well as Antonio Kimura, Leonardo Kimura, Maria Kimura de
Murayama, and many other exemplary Christians.

All of them met honorable martyrdom, and together with other
martyrs of Japan, they were proclaimed blessed to the world in 1867,
the third year of Keio, by Pope Pius IX.

The Jesuit Girolamo Maiorica wrote:

“The Kimura family seems to produce only descendants who do not
depart from the heroic virtues of their father in faith, Saint Francis Xavier.”

Contrary to these words, however, from that very same Kimura
family there later appeared Suetsugu Heizo, who became an apostate
and a persecutor. The relationship between Heiz6 and the Kimura
family appears frequently in Christian sources.

For example, the Jesuit Annual Report of 1649, in recounting the
martyrdom of Antonio Kimura, introduces Antonio as “a relative of
Leonardo Kimura and a cousin of Suetsugu Heizo.” The Dominican
friar Orfanel also left the following interesting account concerning the
relationship between Antonio Kimura and Heizo.

Because Antonio Kimura was Heiz6’s cousin and Heizo had
petitioned for his release, Gonroku, that is, Nagasaki magistrate
Hasegawa Gonroku, tried to persuade Antonio by saying:

“Consider that Heizo himself is asking for your release. If you
apostatize, you will be set free.”

But Antonio chose the path of martyrdom, replying:

“By the help of Deus, so long as I remain in my right mind, I shall
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never commit such a sinful and dishonorable act.”

In a letter by Padre Morales describing the martyrdom of Murayama
Tokuan Andres, the wife of Andres, “Lady Maria,” that is, Maria
Kimura de Murayama, is described as follows:

“She is the wife of the son, Tokuan, of the Nagasaki magistrate
Murayama To6an, and the niece of the present magistrate, Suetsugu
Heizo. Though she had lived amid such honor and splendor, she is now
content in extreme poverty without her husband, and it is truly a great
wonder to all that, by the grace of God alone, she bears these sufferings
with ease.”

Furthermore, Alvarez-Taladriz, writing about Sebastian Kimura, also
pointed out that he was a relative of “the martyrs Leonardo Kimura, S.J.,
Antonio Kimura, Maria Kimura de Murayama, and others,” and also of

“Suetsugu Heizo Jodo, the uncle and adoptive father of Maria Kimura

Hirado Port and townscape of Hirado
(on the path descending from Sakikata Park toward the town)



de Murayama, who became an apostate and persecutor.”

What, then, was the specific connection between Heizo and the
Kimura family?

According to Heizd’s own statement in 1614:

“His grandfather was baptized by Padre Mestre Francisco, Xavier,
whom he had lodged in his own house. His mother, now seventy-five
years old, does not remember by whom she was baptized, but judging
from various circumstances, it was probably by the same Padre Mestre
Francisco.”

In other words, the Kimura who served as Xavier’s host was Heizo’s
grandfather. And Heizo’s father, as already mentioned, was Suetsugu
Kozen, a merchant of Hakata. Yet from what we see here, Heizo says
nothing about Kozen’s baptism. If Kozen had not been baptized at
that time, it would contradict the record that “Kimura was baptized
together with his entire family.” If so, perhaps Kozen was no longer in
Hirado at that time.

Kozen was adopted into the Suetsugu family of Hakata and took
the name Suetsugu Kozen. It is not clear when this occurred, but
considering these circumstances, and the fact that Kozen was already
around thirty years old when Xavier came to Japan, it is possible that
he had already entered the Suetsugu family by then. In any case, Kozen
must have been baptized on a different occasion from the Kimura
family. His baptismal name was Cosme, and from this point onward,
under the name Cosme Cojen, he would appear frequently in Frois’s

History of Japan.



Cosme Suetsugu Kozen

The name Cosme Cojen first appears in Frois’s History of Japan
in 1565, the eighth year of Eiroku. Ko6zen was probably around forty-
five years old at the time. Brother Lufs de Almeida, who was ill, was
resting at the residence of Hibiya Ryokei in Sakai. When his illness had
healed and he was about to depart the next day for Iimori in Kawachi
Province, Ryokei decided to hold a farewell tea gathering. Frois’s
History of Japan records:

“At nine o’clock the following day, he, Ryokei, sent word to me,
Almeida, to a Japanese brother, and also to another man who was
always helping us in various matters in Japan—a wealthy and very good
Christian named Cosme Cojen.”

Two years later, in 1567, Frois’s History of Japan again records, also
in Sakai, that Cosme Kozen rescued a poor abandoned child from wild
dogs. After this, references to Kozen disappear for a time. We hear of
him again eleven years later, in 1578, the sixth year of Tensho.

That year, the Christian daimyo Otomo Sérin raised an army against
the Shimazu and engaged them in battle at Mimikawa, only to suffer a
miserable defeat. News of this defeat reached Hakata, which was under
Sorin’s control, and the town was thrown into sudden confusion.

The Jesuit padres living in Hakata, Belchior de Moura and Baltasar
Lopes, decided to avoid the disorder by fleeing to Akizuki. On their

way, “they met Cosme Cojen, who had been their protector in Hakata.”
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After entering Akizuki, the missionaries encountered further serious
difficulties. Akizuki Tanezane raised the banner of rebellion against
the Otomo. The missionaries at once lost their protection and were
even exposed to danger of death. The one who saved them from this
hardship was none other than Suetsugu Kozen. He “worked upon Lord
Akizuki, causing him to receive the padres and place them under his
protection, and by this means they were granted freedom.”

Suetsugu Kozen appears once more in Akizuki in 1590, the
eighteenth year of Tensho. This was probably his final appearance in
Frois’s History of Japan.

That year, Visitor Valignano and his party arrived in Nagasaki in the
capacity of envoys of the Viceroy of India. They immediately left Nagasaki

in order to have an audience with Toyotomi Hideyoshi. It was Cosme

Suetsugu Kozen who welcomed the party at Akizuki, near Hakata.
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“When they arrived there, they were received by an elderly man
named Cosme Cojen, an excellent Christian of long standing. He was
a very prominent person in the town of Hakata and the father of many
sons who were Christians of distinction. His principal residence was in
Hakata, but he also had houses in various other places. One of these
many houses was in Akizuki, where he had previously been held in very
high regard by Lord Akizuki Tanezane.”

Thus, by gathering together the passages in Frois’s History of Japan
that directly concern Suetsugu Kozen, we can picture Kozen as a
devout Christian, while at the same time gaining a rough idea of the
early sphere of activity of the Suetsugu family. It was, broadly speaking,
a route connecting Sakai and Hakata.

From the late medieval period into the early modern period, Hakata
was an important trading port linking Tsushima and Korea. Yet Hakata
did not have behind it a great consumer city capable of absorbing
its vast volume of imports. For that reason, it needed a connection
with Sakai, which had Kyoto, a major center of consumption, as its
hinterland. Seen in this light, it may be only natural that Suetsugu
Kozen had residences in “various places,” one of them being in Sakai.

However, roughly a century later, in the Great Map of Sakai of
Genroku 2, the name of the Suetsugu family can no longer be found.
Indeed, apart from Frois’s History of Japan, there is no record at all that
Suetsugu Kozen was ever in Sakai. His name appears neither in the
excerpts from Imai Sokyu’s tea diary nor in the Tennojiya Kaiki. This
may indicate that the commercial activities of the Suetsugu family at that

time did not yet have great influence—in other words, that they were still
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those of an emerging merchant family only just beginning to rise.

Once the Suetsugu family entered the age of Heizo and became
involved in Nagasaki trade, however, the family name rapidly came
to the forefront of commercial activity at the time. For example, in
1592, the first year of Bunroku, Toyotomi Hideyoshi issued his first

vermilion-seal licenses for overseas voyages. The record reads:

From Nagasaki: five ships
Suetsugu Heiz6: two ships / Funamoto Yaheiji: one ship
Araki Sotaro: one ship / Itoya Zuiemon: one ship

From Kyoto: three ships
Chaya Shir6jiro: one ship / Suminokura: one ship
Fushimiya: one ship

From Sakai: one ship
Iyoya: one ship

Total as above.

This shows that of the nine vermilion-seal licenses issued that year,
five were obtained by merchants residing in Nagasaki, and of these, two
were granted to Suetsugu Heizo. One can clearly see here the rise of the
Suetsugu family against the background of Nagasaki trade.

Yet this does not mean that the prosperity of the Suetsugu family
was brought about by Heizo alone. Rather, the foundation was largely
laid by the activities of his father, Kozen.

In the beginning, the development of the Suetsugu family depended

on trade with Portugal, and this rested on two pillars. One was its
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relationship with the Society of Jesus, and the other was its relationship
with Nagasaki, the newly opened trading city.

By becoming a Christian, Kozen secured an advantageous position
in trade with Portugal. He then moved quickly into Nagasaki, which
had been opened for Portuguese trade, founded Kozen-machi there,
contributed to the development of the town, and came to possess no
small voice in the municipal affairs of Nagasaki.

It may therefore be said that the later activities of Suetsugu Heizo
became possible only because they stood upon this foundation.
Incidentally, Heizo was born in 1573, the fourth year of Genki, two
years after the opening of Nagasaki. From that point onward, the
Suetsugu family abandoned Sakai, which was entering a period of
decline, and gradually came to prominence as merchants of the newly

rising trading city of Nagasaki.

Ema (votive plaque) of a Suetsugu ship (designed by incorporating
features of both Western-style sailing ships and Chinese junks)



Antonio Murayama Toan

It is now necessary to turn to Murayama Toan. He was the man who
would later create the occasion for Heizo’s apostasy, and his relationship
with the Suetsugu family was no ordinary one. This may be seen, for
example, in the fact mentioned earlier: Maria Kimura, Heizo’s adopted
daughter and niece, was married to Andres Tokuan, the eldest son of Toan.

The connection between Murayama Toan and the Suetsugu family
began when Toan drifted into Nagasaki with nothing but himself. At
the time when Suetsugu Kozen was vigorously establishing his base in
Nagasaki after moving there from Hakata, founding Kozen-machi and
otherwise laying the foundations of his influence, a young man arrived
in the city. This man was none other than Murayama To6an, who would
later become magistrate of Nagasaki’s outer districts. He is said to have
been born in 1562, the fifth year of Eiroku, making him eleven years
older than Heizo. His birthplace is variously said to have been Nagoya
in Owari, Hiroshima in Aki, or Hakata in Chikuzen. None of these
claims, however, has yet been supported by firm evidence.

According to the Nagasaki Engi Ryaku, “T6an was originally a
man named It6 Koshichiro, born in Nagoya, Owari, and originally
a samurai.” It would seem, then, that he came from a fallen warrior
family. During the Tensho era, he came to Nagasaki and at first placed
himself under the protection of Suetsugu Kozen. He converted to

Christianity, and for his baptismal name Antonio, he appears to have
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used characters such as Anto, Anto, and Wanudo. Armed only with his
own talent, he gradually rose in the world, eventually gaining the favor
of Toyotomi Hideyoshi while Hideyoshi was stationed at Nagoya in
Hizen, and was appointed magistrate of Nagasaki’s outer districts. The
circumstances are described in the Nagasaki Kongenki as follows:

Around the Bunroku era, the inner districts of Nagasaki were fixed
at twenty-three towns. Thereafter, the surrounding rural areas were
opened up as broad town districts, and people gradually gathered there
from various provinces, making it a prosperous place.

In the first year of Bunroku, when Lord Hideyoshi was stationed
at Nagoya in Karatsu, it was decided that one town representative
should go to pay respects on behalf of Nagasaki. There was then a

man named Murayama Anto, born in Geisha, who lived in Nagasaki.

He was accustomed to dealing with men of rank and was eloquent and

Moat that once separated Nagasaki’s inner and outer districts
(now filled in, with a roadway and tram line running along it)



quick-witted. He repeatedly offered to be sent to Nagoya to manage the
matter successfully, and so various gifts were prepared and Anto was
sent there.

Hideyoshi was pleased with him and allowed him audience from
time to time. He remarked jokingly that Antd was an odd name and
that he ought to be called T6an instead. Anto therefore changed his
name to Toan and appeared again before Hideyoshi. Taking advantage
of His Lordship’s good humor, he petitioned to be entrusted with the
lands outside the inner towns of Nagasaki. As a result, he presented
twenty-five kanme of silver as land tax for the lands granted by
pardon, and came to serve as magistrate over the outer districts and
surrounding rural areas.

As a tale of Toan’s rise to the office of Nagasaki magistrate, this is a very
well-constructed story. Yet it cannot simply be accepted at face value.

This is because there are indications that the Society of Jesus was
involved in Toan’s appointment as magistrate of Nagasaki. Although
there is no document that proves this directly, the following facts are
sufficient to suggest it.

In 1592, the first year of Bunroku, the very year when Toan, at
the request of the Nagasaki elders, visited Hideyoshi at his military
headquarters in Nagoya, Hizen, the Jesuit Joao Rodrigues also visited
Hideyoshi. Moreover, he did so accompanied by the captain of the
Portuguese ship that had entered port that year, under the instructions
of the Visitor Alessandro Valignano. The significance of this is
considerable.

Four years earlier, Hideyoshi had attempted to separate trade from
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missionary activity and had issued what is commonly known as the Edict
Expelling the Padres. In response, the Jesuits advised Portuguese ships to
cease sailing to Nagasaki as a retaliatory measure. Portuguese ships stopped
coming for a time, and Hideyoshi was forced to recognize that the Society
of Jesus and Portuguese trade could not be separated.

It was at this point that Visitor Valignano came to Japan as envoy of
the Viceroy of India. Hideyoshi had little choice but to tolerate Jesuit
missionary activity. He then reversed his previous policy and began
to think of using the Jesuit padres as intermediaries in trade. The
figure who now appears is the Jesuit Joao Rodrigues, who had been in
Japan for more than ten years. He had an audience with Hideyoshi as
Valignano’s interpreter, and Hideyoshi treated him favorably, repeatedly
requesting through him that Portuguese ships come to Japan.

Rodrigues, as if responding to Hideyoshi’s wishes, then visited
Hideyoshi at Nagoya in Hizen accompanied by the captain of a
Portuguese ship. For Hideyoshi, this must have been another clear
demonstration of the inseparability of trade and missionary work. For
that very reason, he could not help but be conscious of the Jesuits as
intermediaries in trade. It was in this same year that Murayama Toan
was appointed magistrate of Nagasaki’s outer districts. The Jesuit
Francisco Vieira wrote:

“In the city of Nagasaki there was a Christian called To6an Antonio.
Though he was of poor birth, he possessed outstanding ability and
conduct worthy of a Christian, and so the Society of Jesus protected
him. Through that support, he came to become one of the principal

Christian magistrates of the city.”
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In other words, by placing a zealous Christian believer in the
position of Nagasaki magistrate, the Jesuits sought to secure an
advantageous position not only in trade and the administration of
Nagasaki, but also in the various political and economic relationships
surrounding Nagasaki trade.

As proof of this, when Hideyoshi died and power passed to Tokugawa
Ieyasu, the Jesuit padre Joao Rodrigues visited Ieyasu to offer New Year’s
greetings, bringing Toan with him. The purpose was to have Toan’s
office as Nagasaki magistrate, which had been granted under Hideyoshi,
confirmed under the new regime. In short, the Society of Jesus needed
Murayama Toan as “Nagasaki magistrate.” This occurred in 1603, the

eighth year of Keicho, when Toan was forty-one years old.

The Conflict Between Toan and
the Society of Jesus

The honeymoon between Toan and the Society of Jesus, however, did
not last long. Before long, Toan turned away from the Jesuits. Why was
this so? Francisco Vieira regarded Toan’s moral corruption as the sole
cause. But was there truly no cause on the side of the Jesuits themselves?

At this time, in order to secure funds for missionary work, the
Society of Jesus had become deeply involved in the Nagasaki—Macao
trade, especially in raw silk. Eventually, putting the cart before

the horse, they became eager in the pursuit of profit and greatly
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overstepped the bounds of a Christian missionary organization.
Moreover, the Jesuits placed severe restrictions, under the framework
of Christianity, on the commercial activities of Japanese merchants
involved in this trade.

As a result, dissatisfaction constantly existed among Japanese merchants,
who complained that they could not obtain the raw silk they wanted in
their transactions. Furthermore, Padre Joao Rodrigues, who acted as
intermediary between Japanese and Portuguese merchants throughout
the Nagasaki—Macao trade and exercised great influence from beginning
to end, “seems often to have set unreasonably high prices for silk,” to the
point that even missionaries criticized his methods as inappropriate. In
addition, the Jesuits attempted to involve themselves in Nagasaki municipal
affairs by making use of Toan.

Was not Toan’s separation from the Jesuits also caused by this

excessive commercial activity on the part of the Society of Jesus?

Black robes indicate Jesuit priests; gray robes indicate Franciscan friars



For To6an, the Jesuits had now become nothing more than
commercial rivals. From this point onward, he began to plot the
expulsion from Japan of Padre Jodo Rodrigues, the central figure in
Jesuit commercial activity.

For example, Toan attempted to bring Rodrigues down by claiming
that he had violated his vow of chastity. He also went about, whenever
opportunity arose, warning leading figures in Nagasaki and “important
persons at court” that the Jesuits were a dangerous presence.

“Take great care not to be deceived by the padres. Consider it certain
that there is no such thing as God, and that everything ends with life.
What the padres say about the salvation of the soul is entirely false. The
padres themselves know this, but by this method they persuade people
to follow their teaching in order to bring Japan under the rule of the
King of Spain.”

In this way, the conflict between Toan and Rodrigues gradually
deepened, and in 1610 it became even more decisive with the outbreak
of the Madre de Deus incident.

In the summer of 1609, the fourteenth year of Keicho, when the
Portuguese ship Madre de Deus entered Nagasaki, Nagasaki magistrate
Hasegawa Sahyoe and magistrate Murayama To6an attempted to place
strict controls on its cargo. They required the submission of a cargo
inventory and sought to exercise Japanese official authority over the
goods, including their prices. This was also a declaration of their
intention to exclude Jesuit intervention in trade and to assert that the
initiative in Portuguese trade belonged to the Japanese.

As a result, much of the cargo, centered on raw silk, was seized,
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and unloading without permission was prohibited. The captain, André
Pessoa, however, firmly opposed this and even hinted that he might
appeal directly to Ieyasu.

The previous year, in Macao, an armed clash had occurred between
men under Arima Harunobu and the Portuguese authorities. The
Japanese were suppressed as rioters, and many were killed or captured.
The man who had suppressed this incident was none other than Pessoa.

When Toan and the others learned that their various controls
over the cargo had been rejected, they plotted to use the disturbance
involving Japanese in Macao to bring Pessoa down. The Portuguese
side should have reported the Macao incident to Ieyasu immediately
after entering Nagasaki. Yet Toan and Sahyoe, astonishingly, used the
Jesuits to persuade them not to do so.

“It is absolutely inappropriate to bring to the Lord Chancellor’s
ears the matter of the Japanese who were killed in Macao. He would
surely be deeply shocked and distressed, and there can be no reason or
explanation sufficient to satisfy him.”

They further argued that such a report “would certainly not be to
the benefit of the Portuguese.”

Thus, the Macao incident was not reported to leyasu by the
Portuguese themselves. As a result, it gave the impression that the
Portuguese had tried to conceal the matter from leyasu. The Jesuits,
manipulated by Toan and the others, ended up creating the cause of
their own countrymen’s ruin.

Toan and his associates next put pressure on Arima Harunobu. The

Jesuit Morejon wrote:
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“The principal authors of this plot were Sahyoe and Toan. In order

to draw Lord Arima into the scheme, Sahyoe threatened him, saying

that if he did not regret the killing of his retainers and join the alliance,

he would accuse him of the various problems his retainers had caused

outside Japan.”

Harunobu went to Sunpu, taking with him retainers who had

escaped from Macao, and reported the entire incident there. The

Portuguese report had been blocked by Sahyoe and Toan, so Arima

Harunobu’s account was accepted one-sidedly. Angered, Ieyasu ordered

Harunobu to capture the Portuguese ship and arrest Pessoa. As is well

known, the incident ended with the explosion and sinking of the Madre

de Deus. Yet Toan’s attack on the Jesuits did not end there.

Using Ieyasu’s anger as leverage, he hinted at the expulsion of the

Jesuits from Japan. The Jesuit

provincial, Pasio, therefore
attempted to reconcile with T6an
and Sahyoe. Toan and his associates
agreed to Pasio’s reconciliation
efforts on two conditions: first,
that responsibility for Pessoa’s
conduct while in Japan be placed
on Rodrigues and that Rodrigues
be expelled to Macao; and second,
that Ieyasu be informed that this

was the result of a decision by the

Society of Jesus.
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The Jesuits, however, could hardly accept this calmly. After being
manipulated repeatedly by Toan and his associates, they were forced
to bear responsibility for the Madre de Deus incident and to expel
Rodrigues to Macao. Moreover, with the sinking of the Madre de Deus,
the Society of Jesus lost raw silk worth 12,000 ducats and found itself
burdened with enormous debts. One Jesuit wrote:

“We have fallen into a state of misery beyond imagination. For not
only do we have no resources for our maintenance, but we already owe a

debt of 22,000 taels, and each year we shall only fall further into debt.”

Heiz6 and Portuguese Trade

The impact of the Madre de Deus incident was profound. Within the
Society of Jesus itself, the event prompted criticism of the missionaries’
involvement in trade, and in 1621 Pasio explicitly introduced prohibitions
within the Jesuit regulations (though these were not strictly observed).

Yet those who suffered the greatest impact were likely the
Japanese—particularly the merchants residing in Nagasaki whose
fortunes were closely tied to Portuguese trade.

At this time, no Portuguese ships came to Japan in 1607 or 1608.
The Madre de Deus, which finally arrived in 1609, met the fate
already described—its destruction—resulting in a further absence
of Portuguese trade in 1610 and 1611. For those whose livelihood

depended on this trade, the damage must have been severe.
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Nagasaki itself had been founded as a city for overseas trade—
especially trade with Portugal-—under the initiative of the Jesuits.
Although it became public land under Hideyoshi in 1588, its
relationship with Portugal continued until the era of national seclusion.
Moreover, the volume of Portuguese trade exceeded that of the Dutch
and Chinese right up to the eve of isolation.

Supporting this trade from behind were the Nagasaki financiers,
who invested large sums in Portuguese ships and shared interests with
Portuguese merchants. According to Boxer, lending relationships
between Portuguese and Japanese had already begun in the sixteenth
century and reached their peak in the first twenty-five years of the
seventeenth century.

For example, an entry in the Batavia Castle Journal dated February

Cannon salvaged from the Madre de Deus (Tenri Central Library collection)



19, 1634 records that:

“Japanese merchants pressed the Portuguese to settle accounts and
demanded the full repayment of funds entrusted or loaned to them in
Nagasaki.”

Among these financiers was Jodo Suetsugu Heizo, a town elder of
the inner district. Not only did he dispatch his own trading vessels
to places such as Annam, Tonkin, Cochinchina, and Formosa under
vermilion-seal licenses, but he also invested heavily in Portuguese ships,
wielding considerable influence over Nagasaki trade as a whole.

Heizo’s relationship with the Portuguese was extremely close. When
he clashed with the Dutch in the Taiwan incident, the Dutch suspected
that Portuguese interests lay behind him. Boxer likewise notes that
“Heizo was regarded by the Portuguese as one of their most powerful
supporters.”

The following episode illustrates this relationship clearly. On August
23,1638, two Portuguese ships entered Nagasaki:

“There were 340 people aboard these ships, of whom 90 were
Europeans. Yet they brought only 230 piculs of raw silk, of which 150
piculs were for the Nagasaki magistrate Heizo, while the remaining 80
belonged to the Portuguese themselves.”

In other words, most of these ships were effectively financed by
Heizo. This demonstrates how closely he was tied to Portuguese trade.

In contrast, Murayama Toan, the Nagasaki magistrate, attempted to
seize control of Portuguese trade. He opposed the Jesuits, imposed what
amounted to tariffs on Portuguese ships, and ultimately took forceful

measures such as the burning of the Madre de Deus. Viewed from one
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perspective, his actions may be seen as an early form of commercial
nationalism against foreign capital. In reality, however, his policies also
placed pressure on Japanese capitalists who profited from Portuguese trade,
thereby contributing to Heizo’s growing hostility toward him.

The conflict between Toan and Heizo over Portuguese trade thus
became the core around which various contradictions within Nagasaki
converged, enveloping the entire city in a complex web of tensions.
This, in turn, drove their personal rivalry to an irreversible point. As
Alvarez-Taladriz observes:

“The struggle between Suetsugu Heizo and Murayama Toan was not
merely a personal conflict, but rather the accumulation of rivalries—
deeply intertwined with religious issues—between the elders of the
inner town and those of the outer town, that is, between the old and

new districts of Nagasaki.”

Site of Suetsugu Heizd'’s residence (now Katsuyama Elementary School)



Behind their conflict lay not only the division between inner and
outer towns, but also the broader rivalry between the Jesuits (aligned
with Portugal) and the Spanish religious orders—the Franciscans,
Dominicans, and Augustinians.

Since the time of Xavier, the Jesuits had monopolized missionary
activity in Japan for nearly half a century. However, from the late sixteenth
to eatly seventeenth century, Spanish orders increasingly challenged this
monopoly. In 1608, Pope Paul V granted full authorization for missionary
work in Japan to orders other than the Jesuits.

As a result, Nagasaki—effectively the gateway to missionary activity
in Japan—became the center of conflict between the Jesuits and the
Spanish orders. To6an, who had broken with the Jesuits, alighed himself
with the Franciscans, while Heizo, closely tied to Portuguese trade,

naturally cooperated with the Jesuits. Moreover, the two men each

View of Nagasaki city and harbor from Todosan Hill
(derived from “Todos os Santos”)



represented different spheres of Nagasaki: Toan as magistrate of the
outer town, Heizd as town elder of the inner town.

At the time, Nagasaki’s administration was divided: the outer
town was governed by the magistrate, while the inner town was
administered by a council of elders. The Nagasaki bugyo, who should
have overseen both, did not reside permanently in the city. Thus,
despite being an administrative authority, the bugyo lacked direct
control over municipal governance.

In effect, Nagasaki functioned as a kind of autonomous city with
two heads—the inner-town elders and the outer-town magistrate—
each competing for influence. This led to a situation in which the Jesuits
supported Heizo and the inner-town faction, while the Franciscans and
other Spanish orders supported Toan and the outer-town faction.

The following episode reflects this relationship clearly.

In 1614, the year of the great expulsion of Christians, penitential
processions filled the streets of Nagasaki as if in defiance of the
prohibition. The processions organized by the Spanish orders and their
followers were particularly intense. On May 19, a procession of more
than three thousand penitents took place:

“They scourged one another in a manner more dreadful than had
ever been seen.”

Murayama Toan himself participated openly in these processions
together with his family.

In contrast, the Jesuit processions were far more subdued. According
to Avila Girén’s History of the Kingdom of Japan:

“The distance they walked in procession was very short, because
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the town elders requested the padres not to proceed further along the
streets, lest that devilish enemy be further angered.”

In other words, the inner-town elders, wary of the shogunate, asked
the Jesuits to keep the processions inconspicuous, and the Jesuits
complied. When comparing these two types of processions, one can see
reflected the alignment of inner town with the Jesuits and outer town

with the Spanish orders.

The Edict of Prohibition and Murayama Toan

The Madre de Deus incident divided Nagasaki into two opposing
camps. Yet its repercussions extended further, marking the beginning
of the persecution of Christians in Japan.

Arima Harunobu, who had destroyed the ship, sought as a reward
the restoration of lands once held by his ancestors—the districts
of Fuyjitsu, Sonogi, and Kishima in Hizen. He consulted Okamoto
Daihachi, a retainer of Honda Masazumi. Daihachi demanded funds to
facilitate the petition and fraudulently took them.

When nothing came of it, Harunobu reported the matter to Honda
Masazumi, who knew nothing of the scheme. Realizing he had been
deceived, Harunobu brought the matter to light. The case reached
Ieyasu, and Daihachi was executed by burning at Abe River in Suruga.

However, Daihachi counter-accused Harunobu. He reported that

during the Madre de Deus affair, Harunobu had clashed with Nagasaki
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magistrate Hasegawa Sahyoe and had declared, “I will cut him down,
set Nagasaki aflame, and then kill myself.” As a result, Harunobu was
exiled to Kai and later executed.

The significance of this lay in what followed. Ieyasu learned that
both men were Christians and concluded that “Christians dare to do
things that Japanese would not.” His distrust of Christianity deepened.
Further investigation revealed that even among his close retainers and
attendants there were Christians. As Orfanel writes:

“Thus, after the death of Daihachi, the emperor openly began the
persecution of Christianity.”

Regardless of the precise truth of events, the “Okamoto Daihachi
affair,” linked to the Madre de Deus incident, was used by leyasu as a lever
to initiate persecution. In 1614, Christians from across the country were
gathered in Nagasaki and expelled from there to Macao and Manila.

“At last the tyrant resolved to carry out his intention. Not only the

religious, but also long-standing Christians, devout collaborators, and
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even Japanese-born women who refused to apostatize were ordered to
leave the country. Their names were recorded, especially in Kyoto and
Osaka. Orders were sent to all lords throughout Japan that if any padres
were found within their domains, they were to be sent immediately to
Nagasaki. The lords complied without objection or hesitation, and by
the first month of that year, they had fully carried out the order.”

For Murayama To6an as well, the year 1614 marked a turning point.
Until then, his life had been morally corrupt—hardly befitting a
Christian—and this must be considered one of the causes of his break
with the Jesuits. According to Avila Girén, in 1612 To6an killed a young
man over a dispute involving a woman, and thereafter “killed the
young man’s relatives—his parents-in-law, his wife, and more than ten
others in succession.” Later, “when some retainers committed offenses
against him, he subjected seven or eight of them to castration and killed
others,” and again “quarreled violently with his wife and sons over
another woman.” His wife is said to have protected the woman whom
Toan tried to seize by force.

One can easily imagine the degradation of his life—killing
subordinates over women and clashing with his own family. In truth,
his Christianity had become little more than a name.

Yet this same Toan now openly showed resistance to the Tokugawa
persecution of Christians.

When Christians from across Japan were gathered in Nagasaki for
expulsion, Toan, faced with the situation,

¢ dismissed all women who might lead him into moral wrongdoing,

giving them enough money to live properly through marriage,
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e restored order within his household, confessed with repentance

and deep sorrow,

* reconciled with his wife and sons,

* and participated in penitential processions together with his family.

“He appeared gentle and humble, like a different man from before, and
we marveled, giving thanks to our Lord, so powerful and full of mercy.”

How this transformation came about is unclear. It may only be
inferred that the exemplary conduct of his family—especially his eldest
son, Tokuan Andres—had a profound influence on him.

In November of that same year, nearly one hundred missionaries and
Japanese believers were expelled to Macao and Manila. Yet according
to Orfanel, forty-one of them succeeded in remaining in Japan. Among
them was Toan’s son Francisco. Toan had secretly taken nine priests,

including Francisco, aboard small boats off the coast of Nagasaki and

Genna Great Martyrdom (1622): Execution of 55 Christians at Nishizaka, Nagasaki



smuggled them back into the country.

But the matter did not end there. Francisco later sided with
Toyotomi Hideyori during the Osaka campaign and ministered to
Christian ronin. Hideyori had promised freedom of Christian worship.
Toan himself was also involved, transporting weapons and supplies to
the Osaka side. Yet Osaka was defeated.

These actions by Toan as a Christian amounted to defiance of the
Tokugawa shogunate. Once exposed, they meant the destruction of the
Murayama family. In an attempt to prove his loyalty to the shogunate
and restore his standing, Toan undertook an expedition to Taiwan at
his own expense to secure a base for trade with China, and further
planned an embassy to the Ming. All these efforts, however, ended in
failure.

In the end, nothing remained of him as a contributor to the
Tokugawa regime—only the fact that he was a prohibited Christian and
a rebel who had sided with Osaka.

The Apostasy of Suetsugu Heizo

In 1618 (Genna 4), Suetsugu Heizo, a town elder of Nagasaki’s
inner district, brought a formal complaint before the shogunate against
Murayama Toan, the Nagasaki magistrate. The charges are said to have
concerned either irregularities in annual tax payments or demands

for the repayment of old debts. In any case, by this point, the conflict
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between the two had clearly reached its peak.

Many historical records relating to Nagasaki attribute the cause of
this dispute to resentment among the inner-town elders, including
Heizo, toward the arrogance of the upstart Murayama Toan.
Motokichiro Kawashima likewise follows this view, stating that
“the matter was no more than a clash of emotions, and the people
of the time detested Toan’s arrogance, seeing his downfall as divine
punishment,” thus treating the incident as a mere personal grievance.

It is certainly true that To6an’s conduct after becoming magistrate
was often excessive. A letter addressed to him by the Ming Chinese
figure Dong Boqi includes the following admonition:

“If a man opens himself to too few, he earns ill repute. Now that
you have risen to wealth, you stand at your extreme. Like a stack of
stones, the higher it rises, the more certain its fall. I did not contribute
to your ascent, yet I have been honored and sent off. Do not fail to
offer loyal counsel.”

Thus, even at the time, his arrogance was noted and criticized.

Yet, as we have seen, the conflict between the two men cannot be
explained so simply. Behind it lay not only personal animosity, but also
the rivalry between the Jesuits and the Spanish religious orders, as well
as the division between the inner and outer towns.

Consider the following. Takagi Sakueimon and Machida Soka, both
elders of Nagasaki’s inner town, produced a written testimony for the
Jesuits dated March 21, 1618. In this document, they affirmed that the
Jesuits had played no role whatsoever in the dispute between Heizo

and Toan. That is, the accusation that “the Jesuit padres had financially
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supported and advised Joao Heiz6 in order to act against Antonio
Toan” was declared to be “entirely contrary to fact.”

Yet, viewed from another angle, the very need for such a document
suggests the closeness of the relationship between the Jesuits and
Heizos inner-town faction.

It is also said that during the course of the lawsuit, the people of old
Nagasaki (the inner town), who supported Heizo, strained themselves
to provide 2,000 ryo as well as gifts for the shogun and his senior
retainers. Meanwhile, the people of the outer town petitioned the
shogun with signatures, asking that Heizo not be permitted to seize
authority from Toan.

Let us now briefly trace the course of events according to Kanai
Toshiyuki’s Nagasaki Sosho: Expanded Brief History of Nagasaki:

“When To6an first came to Nagasaki, he was destitute and relied
upon Suetsugu Kozen. After becoming magistrate, he fell out with
Kozen. In Genna 2 (mistakenly written for Genna 4), Heizo, Kozen’s
son, demanded repayment of old debts. Toan ignored him, and the
matter was brought before the authorities, with both parties summoned
to Edo. In the hearings, Heiz0’s arguments failed; he then revealed
Toan’s secret dealings with Osaka. Previously, Toan’s son had been
exiled to Macao for practicing Christianity, but Toan secretly retrieved
him on the way. Furthermore, he had sent him to Osaka the previous
year and supplied arms. As a result, Toan was executed in Edo,
and thirteen members of his family were crucified at Tokiwazaki in
Nagasaki, bringing the family to ruin.”

What is particularly noteworthy here is that Heizo, driven into a
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corner, attempted to reverse the situation by accusing Toan of being a
Christian and of supporting the Toyotomi side in the Osaka campaign.

Heizo himself belonged to the distinguished Christian lineage of
the Kimura family of Hirado, tracing back to Xavier, and had close
ties with the Jesuits. Yet despite this, he made Toan’s Christianity the
central charge against him.

To accuse Toan as a Christian was, in effect, to declare his own apostasy.
It meant betrayal not only of his faith but of the Christian community as a
whole. Indeed, from this point onward, Heizo stood as a harsh persecutor
against the Jesuits and the Christian community in Japan.

Thus, the bond between the Jesuits and the inner-town faction
of Suetsugu Heizo was severed. For the Jesuits, this was a bolt from
the blue—something scarcely believable. Padre Correa, for example,
refused to believe Heizo’s apostasy until May 1620, when Heizo
attempted to capture him, and only then did he accept that Heizo had
indeed renounced the faith.

What, then, was the cause of this betrayal?

One plausible explanation is that Joao Heizo’s conversion had not been
rooted in religious conviction. Rather, it may have been motivated by
participation in the Portuguese trade, which was controlled by the Jesuits.

In 1612 (Keicho 17), the prohibition of Christianity was issued, and
in 1614 the great expulsion of Christians took place, with churches
throughout Nagasaki destroyed. Behind this, one must also recognize the
emergence of Dutch and English trade with Japan. As a result, the Jesuits’
role as intermediaries in Portuguese trade was greatly diminished.

Heizo’s interests lay in Portuguese trade, and his connection
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with the Jesuits had been, in effect, a means to that end. Once the
Jesuits” influence in trade declined and being a Christian became a
disadvantage, apostasy may have seemed an inevitable choice.

In contrast, Toan moved in the opposite direction, becoming
increasingly devoted to Christianity—participating openly in penitential
processions, rescuing expelled Christians, and ultimately siding with
Toyotomi Hideyori, who promised freedom of Christian worship.

If the magistrate representing Nagasaki were a prohibited Christian
and a rebel against the shogunate, the consequences of exposure would
extend far beyond Toan alone, affecting Nagasaki as a whole. There was
only one way to prevent this: to accuse him before the matter came to light.
By denouncing him as both a Christian and a rebel, the inner-town elders
could present themselves as loyal agents of the shogunate and at the same
time secure administrative authority over the outer town.

Thus, a formal case was brought between Suetsugu Heizo of the
inner town and Murayama Toan of the outer town, and the outcome of
this lawsuit led to the downfall of the Murayama family.

As we have seen, the conflict between Toan and Heizo arose from
multiple intertwined factors: their rivalry over Portuguese trade, the
tensions between the inner and outer towns, and the broader conflict
between the Jesuits aligned with Portugal and the Spanish religious
orders. These elements revealed themselves at various points, giving the
incident its complex character.

Ultimately, however, it may be said that this was part of the process
by which Nagasaki was assimilated into the Tokugawa political order.

From the perspective of the ruling regime, it meant that through the
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prohibition of Christianity, Nagasaki became more tightly integrated under

shogunal control. Although the shogunate had officially declared the

prohibition and carried out expulsions, it had hesitated to enforce complete

persecution in Nagasaki, mindful of Portuguese trade. This incident

changed that. The connection between the Jesuits and the inner-town

elders was severed, cutting off the economic foundation of the Church. At

the same time, the apostate Heizo was appointed as Nagasaki magistrate,

and a thorough persecution of hidden Christians was ordered.

Conclusion

In the district of Meotogawa in
Nagasaki stands a hill known as
Karato-yama. Some 370 years ago, at
its foot stood a Jesuit church called
Todos os Santos. The name Karato-
yama itself derives from that church.
Today, on its site stands a Zen temple
called Hotoku-ji, where the graves of
the Suetsugu family are located.

The gravestones are now so
worn that they are difficult to read.
However, according to a deciphering

by Motokichir6 Kawashima in the

Grave of the Suetsugu family (Shuntokuji
Temple, Todosan Hill, Nagasaki City)



late Meiji period, one grave bears the
inscription “Eian’in-dono Tsugen
Sotetsu Koji,” belonging to Suetsugu
Heizaemon Shigesada, a key figure in
the founding of Shuntoku-ji. Another
bears the inscription “Zuikd’in-dono
Jugan Joei Daishi,” belonging to
Shigesada’s wife. These are thus the
graves of Heiz6 Masanao’s son and
his wife.

But does the remaining grave

belong to Heizo himself? Even

at that time, its inscription was so

) Stone coffin of Suetsugu Heizd Masanao
eroded that it could not be cleatly  yemaining at the summit of Todosan Hill

identified, and today it is impossible to determine whose it is.

Instead, what remains is a strange legend surrounding what is said to
have been Heizo’s stone coffin.

Climbing the path behind Shuntoku-ji leads to the summit of
Karato-yama. There, among a landscape of towering rocks, stands one
particularly unusual stone formation. It has been hollowed vertically,
and within it enshrines a figure of Fudo Myo6o6. This rock was meant to
serve as Heizo’s coffin. The stonecutters carved into it his posthumous
name, “Unsho’in-dono Kagaku Joko Koji.” Yet it is said that blood
began to seep from the carved letters.

Terrified, the stonecutters abandoned their work, leaving the site

as it remains today. To the Jesuit believers of the time, this must have
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seemed like a miraculous sign—"“divine punishment” visited upon
Heizo, the apostate and persecutor.

Standing before this stone coffin today, one searches for the
inscription said to have bled, but it can no longer be found, perhaps
worn away by time. Heizo’s name itself has been erased from the stone.

Now transformed into a shrine to Fudo, the rock stands facing
the sea of Nagasaki in its crude, unshapely form. It evokes even the
defiant presence of that ghostly ship captain, the “Flying Dutchman,”
condemned by God to wander endlessly upon the dark ocean.

(End)
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