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Clash Between the Dutch and the English in Hirado

Hirado Island has a total area of approximately 165 square
kilometers, yet the part we commonly recognize today as the
tourist destination “Hirado” is limited to a very small area centered
around the harbor. Within this compact space, however, the trading
houses of two rival nations—the Netherlands and England—once
stood side by side.

Today, as we enter Hirado Port by ferry from Hirado-guchi, the
remains of the stone-built Dutch wharf inevitably come into view on the
right. Further along stands the site known as “Jot6-no-hana,” where a

Dutch lighthouse once stood. Some three hundred years ago, a faint light

2



B, cEESEH
s
j e}
o i 1
é

7
W RTINS SR H

would glow at night, while by day the Dutch flag—colored in red, white,
and blue—would flutter in the wind, marking its presence.

In contrast, the exact location of the English trading house is
no longer clearly known. This is largely because England withdrew
from Japan relatively early due to poor business performance. All
that can be inferred comes from an old map of Hirado from 1621
preserved in the Dutch National Archives in The Hague, suggesting
that the area stretching from present-day Shinwa Bank to Hirado
City Hall may have been its site.

The dawn of the Age of Exploration, as is well known, was
marked by competition between the two major Catholic powers
based in the Iberian Peninsula—Portugal and Spain. However, by

the seventeenth century, new powers had emerged: the Netherlands
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and England. These rising nations established the East India

Companies—precursors to modern corporations—and challenged
the older Catholic powers through organized commercial activity.
Under the force of early capitalism, the Iberian Catholic kingdoms
found themselves gradually pushed into decline.

Fierce struggles for dominance unfolded across Southeast Asia.
Yet despite facing common enemies, the Dutch and the English did
not form an alliance, at least not until 1620. On the contrary, they
regarded each other solely as rivals.

And so, these two nations lived face to face within the narrow
confines of Hirado. The distance between their trading houses was

no more than a fifteen-minute walk at a leisurely pace. It was a
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situation akin to living with a ticking bomb.

Indeed, in 1619, a Dutch fleet captured two English merchant
ships, the Swan and the Attendance, and dragged them into
Kawachiura in Hirado. At that time, several English sailors taken
prisoner by the Dutch managed to escape and sought refuge at
the English trading house. The English chief factor, Richard Cocks,
protested what he deemed an unjust act by the Dutch, appealing to
the local lord, Matsura Takanobu, and even petitioning the second
shogun, Tokugawa Hidetada. Yet the response was always the same:

“We do not involve ourselves in disputes on the open seas.”

In other words, since the capture had occurred outside Japanese
territorial waters, both the shogunate and the Hirado domain
refused to intervene.

Left with no alternative, Cocks lodged a direct protest with the
Dutch trading house. The Dutch, however, dismissed his claims
outright. Not only that, they demanded the return of the escaped

prisoners, and more than six hundred Dutch sailors formed a group
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and attacked the English trading house. According to records, these

assaults occurred “as many as three times in a single day.”

At this point, the townspeople of Hirado rallied to the English
side, and the entire town erupted into chaos, like a disturbed hornet’s
nest. Lord Matsura Takanobu himself was greatly alarmed. Unable
to remain indifferent, he donned his armor, mobilized his forces, and
finally succeeded in restoring order between the two sides.

Yet even such conflicts would eventually come to an end. In
July 1620, news arrived from Batavia (present-day Jakarta) that a
Dutch-English alliance had been formed. Takanobu and the people
of Hirado must have felt a great sense of relief. But perhaps no

one welcomed this news more than Richard Cocks. Having been
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in Japan for six years, he had labored tirelessly for the honor and

interests of England. Despite his efforts, however, English trade
with Japan remained consistently unprofitable, hindered by the
overwhelming military and economic superiority of the Dutch.
Some officials of the East India Company back in England had even
begun to consider closing the Hirado factory altogether.

Then came the news of the Dutch-English alliance. Cocks must
have thought, “Now everything will surely turn for the better.”

Yet his joy was short-lived. In August of that same year, an
incident occurred that would determine the fate of both trading

houses—the so-called Hirayama Jochin Incident.



The Captured Hirayama Vessel

As one enjoys the expansive sea and sky of the Saikai region
through the window, a bus departs from Hirado Pier and, after
about fifteen minutes, passes Senrigahama—associated with Zheng
Chenggong—and enters the quiet townscape of Kawachi. At the
far end of this town lies the Kawachiura harbor. In earlier times,
it served as a secondary port for Hirado, where Dutch and English
ships underwent repairs and waited for favorable winds.

Standing at the inner edge of the inlet and gazing out to sea, one

sees Maruyama Hill jutting into the water as though embracing the
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bay. In the past, pleasure houses were built on this hill to entertain

visiting sailors from afar, creating a lively scene where “music and
song flourished, forming a world of delight.” Even at midnight, this
place alone remained filled with light and noise. It is said that when
the Dutch trading post was later moved to Dejima in Nagasaki, the
courtesans of this area relocated as well, giving rise to the name
“Maruyama Pleasure Quarter” in Nagasaki.

Be that as it may, in the early morning of August 4, 1620, an
English ship appeared off the coast of Kawachiura—the Elizabeth.
Shortly thereafter, the English ship Moon and the Dutch ship Trouw
also entered the harbor. But there was more. The Elizabeth had, quite

unexpectedly, captured and was towing a Japanese red-seal ship
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belonging to Hirayama Jochin, which was returning from Luzon.

These vessels were part of a joint defensive fleet formed in
Batavia in May of that year under the Dutch-English alliance,
consisting of five Dutch and five English ships. The fleet had been
dispatched separately to search the Chinese coast for Spanish
and Portuguese vessels, with orders to assemble later at Hirado.
However, strict instructions issued on May 30 by the fleet’s council
prohibited the capture of Japanese or other neutral ships. Only
Chinese junks bound for or returning from Manila were to be
attacked as exceptions.

The capture of Hirayama's ship was likely due to a mistaken
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identification as a Chinese junk. At the time, Japanese red-seal ships
used for overseas voyages were not traditional Japanese vessels but
were often Chinese-built junks. Siamese and Cochinchinese ships
were also employed. With the introduction of Western shipbuilding
techniques, hybrid designs combining elements of Western
galleons and Chinese junks began to appear. Nevertheless, their
basic structure remained that of a junk. For this reason, English
and Dutch traders commonly referred to these Japanese ships as
“junks,” just like Chinese vessels. Moreover, Hirayama's ship was
returning from Spanish-controlled Manila, making the confusion
understandable.

Admiral Robert Adams, the fleet's commander, is recorded as
saying, “We were uncertain whether we should take this ship or
not.” (Dai Nihon Shiryo, Vol. 12-34)

However, something discovered aboard the Hirayama vessel
quickly dispelled his doubts. Hidden among the damp deer hides
stored in the ship’'s hold were two missionaries disguised as Spanish
merchants, attempting to enter Japan. They were Father Pedro
de Zuaniga of the Augustinian Order and Father Luis Flores of the
Dominican Order. The situation changed instantly. The capture
of the ship was no longer an unjust act; rather, it appeared to be
assistance in apprehending criminals who had violated Japan's
prohibition against Christianity. Admiral Adams ultimately deemed
the seizure legitimate, and the Hirayama vessel was declared a joint
prize of the Dutch and English and ordered to be towed to Hirado.

Before long, the sound of countless oars approached Kawachiura.
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They were small boats dispatched
by Richard Cocks to guide the

fleet into Hirado Port. The account
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records:

“We arrived at the port of
Hirado, called Cochia (Kawachi),
situated about four and a half
miles south of the anchorage
at Hirado. On Tuesday, July 25
(corresponding to August 4 in
the new calendar), Captain Cocks
sent many boats—small vessels—
to assist us, and by God’s grace we reached the port of Hirado in
the afternoon.” (Dai Nihon Shiryo, Vol. 12-34)

The scene seems almost to come alive before our eyes. Yet the
harbor of Kawachiura, once crowded with a forest of masts, is now
desolate. Only a fragment of the old stone wharf remains, offering

the faintest trace of its former days.
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The Struggles of Richard Cocks, Chief Factor
of the English Trading House

On the road back from Kawachiura to Hirado, in the hills behind
Senrigahama, there is a place said to be “the site where Richard
Cocks cultivated sweet potatoes.” It is said that Cocks began
growing there the sweet potatoes that William Adams, known in
Japan as Miura Anjin, had brought back from the Ryukyus in 1615.
In his diary entry for June 19, 1615, Cocks wrote:

“Today I made a garden and planted sweet potatoes. The
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seedlings were brought from the Ryukyus, and this is the first time

they have been planted in Japan. I must pay one tay, or five shillings,
each year for the garden.” (Translated by Saburé Minagawa)

From that time on, Cocks became known in Hirado for his
gardening. Various people who knew him—the master of a temple
school, senior retainers of the Hirado domain, monks, Chinese
residents, and others—presented him with many kinds of saplings:
oranges, peaches, figs, grapes, and more. Before long, his garden is
said to have become richly cultivated. It is an interesting detail, one
that gives us a glimpse of Cocks’s character.

Of course, kindness alone did not define him. Another marked

feature of his character was his strong patriotism and his pride
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in his homeland. When outside pressure threatened English
interests, he protested openly, even if that pressure came from a
local lord or from the shogun himself. When he stood together
with the Dutch in negotiations with the Japanese authorities, Cocks
always took the seat of honor. This was likely because he regarded
the Dutch chief factor as merely a representative of the East India
Company, whereas he himself had been entrusted with credentials
from King James I of England and was therefore an official
representative of the English state.

In short, Cocks always acted as a representative of the honor of
England and its king. Yet this unwavering devotion to his homeland

would, in time, become one of the factors that prepared the way
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for his unhappy death. That, however, belongs to a later part of the

story. For now, let us return to the Hirayama Jochin Incident.

With the seizure of Hirayama’'s ship, three forces immediately
began to move. The first was, of course, the Dutch and English
side, represented by Richard Cocks and Jacques Specx, the chief
factor of the Dutch trading house. Hoping to resolve the incident to
their advantage, they sent a delegation of two Dutchmen and two
Englishmen to the Edo shogunate. Their request was that, in the
future, “His Highness” Tokugawa Hidetada should grant no further
travel permits or licenses to Japanese ships bound for Luzon or
Macao. As their reason, they implicitly cited the Hirayama Jochin
Incident, arguing that voyages to those places benefited only the

Portuguese, the Spanish, and certain Japanese merchants, while, in
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contrast, “the damage that may
be suffered by His Highness’s
lands and cities is great. So
long as voyages continue from
Japan to Luzon and Macao, as
His Highness well knows, no
matter how strictly the matter
is investigated and prohibited,
it will not be possible to prevent
padres from being brought back

from those places.” (Translated by

Seiichi Iwao)

In other words, the Dutch
and English sought to use the
Hirayama Jochin Incident as leverage, not only to strike a blow
against Spain and Portugal, but also to deal a fatal setback to their
greatest commercial rivals: the Japanese red-seal ship merchants.

In response, a second force naturally began to act: the Japanese
trade interests, led by Suetsugu Heizo, the Nagasaki magistrate’s
deputy. There is no room here to discuss Heizo in detail, but the
Suetsugu family had originally been merchants from Hakata. In the
time of Heizo's father, Kozen, they moved to Nagasaki in pursuit
of profits from the Nanban trade. By Heiz0's generation, he had
become a leading figure among Nagasaki traders, both as a town
elder of Nagasaki and as a red-seal ship merchant. In addition to

dispatching his own red-seal ships, he also provided large-scale
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trade financing to Portuguese merchants through what was known

as nagegane investment. In effect, his interests were closely aligned
with those of the Portuguese. There was no reason such a man
would remain silent in the face of a Dutch and English complaint
directed against Portugal and the red-seal ship merchants.

He first took Hirayama Jochin, who had been released on bail, to
Edo and had him accuse the Dutch and English of piracy. Nagasaki
magistrate Hasegawa Gonroku supported Heizo's efforts. Gonroku
knew Father Zufiga’s face, for it had been none other than Gonroku
who had captured Zuiiiga the previous year and urged him to
return to Manila. Now that same Zufiiga had been captured while
attempting to re-enter Japan. Yet when Gonroku met him again at

the Dutch trading house in Hirado, he pretended throughout that it
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were missionaries, they now
retracted their statements and
continued to insist that they were merely Spanish merchants. Even
the one piece of evidence found aboard Hirayama's ship—a letter
from the Augustinian provincial in Manila—was dismissed outright
by Gonroku.

Under these circumstances, a third force, the Spanish Catholic
missionary group, began to work to rescue the two priests. For
Cocks and his associates, these must truly have been days in which
they could not let down their guard for even a moment.

Yet in the midst of this incident, there was one man who,
until the end, did not move: Matsura Takanobu, lord of Hirado.
His position in this affair was exceedingly complicated. Hirado’s

prosperity depended above all on the presence of the Dutch and
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English trading houses; from that standpoint, he should naturally
have sided with Cocks and his associates. But there was another
fact. Takanobu also shared interests with Suetsugu Heizo and the
Japanese merchants in Nagasaki. Although the shogunate had
forbidden daimy6 in western Japan from involving themselves in
overseas trade, Takanobu, together with Matsukura Shigemasa of
Bungo and others, had invested capital in Heizo's red-seal ships.

But that was not the only reason he could not act. One must not
forget the presence of Takanobu's mother, Mensia of Shotoin. She
was born the seventh child of Omura Sumitada, a Christian daimy®o,
and at the age of twelve she married into the Hirado Matsura
family. For more than thirty years thereafter, she maintained her
Christian faith despite pressure from her father-in-law, Matsura
Hoin Shigenobu, a fanatical follower of Shingon Buddhism. Today,
east of the Matsura Historical Museum, there is a slope known
as “Oheya-zaka.” It is thought that around this area, in the Keicho
and Genna eras, Mensia, Takanobu's mother, may have lived in her
residence, quietly preserving the Christian faith on her own.

Unfortunately, no records tell us what attitude this steadfast
Christian lady took during the Jochin Incident. Yet since she had
never yielded even to Shigenobu’s pressure, the mere fact of her
presence must have exerted a silent pressure on her son Takanobu,
even if she made no visible move.

Thus Takanobu found himself trapped between three forces: the
Dutch and English, the Japanese trade interests, and the Christians.

He was unable to move either forward or backward. As a result,
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the two missionaries were not placed in the custody of the Hirado
domain but were instead imprisoned in the underground jail of the
Dutch trading house.

Now, as for our esteemed Chief Factor Cocks, amid the various
unfavorable circumstances described above, his richly human
character gradually began to be damaged. To protect the interests and
honor of England, he had to prove, at all costs, that the two prisoners
were missionaries. For that purpose, even inhumane methods were
deliberately employed. Today, when one walks near the Dutch Wall
preserved as a historic site and thinks of the grim torture carried out
beyond that wall, one begins to see another man emerge—one almost
unrecognizable from the Cocks we thought we knew.

It was October 2, 1621. On that day, in a room of the Dutch
trading house, Father Zafliga was brought out before the eyes
of Cocks and Specx. His nearly naked body, clothed only in his
calzones, was bound so tightly with ropes that they cut into his
flesh, and blood flowed from various parts of his body. The priest
was placed on a frame in the shape of a cross. Then a many-folded
cloth was wrapped around his face, and his throat was tightened
just enough not to kill him.

The preparations were complete. At Specx’s signal, jar after jar of
water was poured over the priest’s head and face.

The water did not immediately enter his throat, but instead
caused him to suffocate again and again. The executioners then
struck his swollen belly repeatedly, forcing him each time to expel

bloody water from his mouth and from every opening of his body.
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Cocks cried out, “If he is not Joao Gonzdlez, and not Pedro de
Zufiga, then let my head be cut off.” (Translated by Kogoré Yoshida,
from Pages’s History of the Christian Church in Japan)

It was a scene utterly out of keeping with the sunlit landscape of
Hirado. The tortured priest was truly pitiable.

Yet when one considers the conviction that drove the good-
natured Cocks into such a situation, one cannot help feeling an even
deeper sympathy for him.

Nor was that all. While Cocks was striving to resolve the incident, his
beloved wife, Matinga—O-Matsu—committed adultery and left him.

After many twists and turns, the incident ultimately ended in
victory for the Dutch and English. Yet from this period onward,
Cocks seems suddenly to have become a silent old man.

Paske-Smith writes:

“Cocks’s diary becomes dull as he grows older. Worries and

declining health must have weighed heavily upon him.”

The Dismissal and Death of Cocks

As for the English trading house in Hirado, although it enjoyed
a brief period of activity after the formation of the Dutch-English
alliance, it again entered difficult times when the alliance treaty
was abandoned in 1622. In December of the following year, it was

finally forced to close. Cocks was summoned to Batavia, where,
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before a court of inquiry, he was accused of “lack of managerial

ability,” “irresponsibility,” “neglect of duty,” and even faults “of his
own character.” In the end, he was made to bear all responsibility
for the closure of the trading house.

Certainly, Cocks may have lacked administrative and business
ability. Yet he possessed a rich humanity and kindness more
than sufficient to make up for those shortcomings. England, the
homeland to which he had devoted himself even at the cost of these
very qualities, repaid him with confiscation of his property and
forced repatriation.

On February 24, 1623, the three-masted ship Anne Royal
departed Batavia with Cocks aboard. But Cocks would never again
set foot on his native soil. A little more than a month after sailing,

on March 27, he died of illness aboard the ship and was buried in
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the Indian Ocean amid the roar of funeral guns.

Standing on the wharf at Hirado and thinking back over his life,
I soon saw the ferry that had departed from Hirado-guchi on the
opposite shore approaching, carrying a new group of tourists.

It was time for me, too, to leave Hirado, changing places with
those new visitors.

Today, with the completion of the Hirado Bridge, one can
conveniently take a bus directly to JR Hirado-guchi. Even so, when
leaving Hirado, it still seems most fitting to depart by boat.

Note: The ferry that once connected “Hirado-guchi” on the Kyushu
mainland side, in Tabira Town, with “Hirado” on the island side at Hirado
Port, was discontinued after the Hirado Bridge opened in 1977 and

travel by car and local bus became the main means of crossing.

Conclusion

[ first wrote this essay before the year 2000 and submitted it
to the magazine Historical Research published by Shin-Jinbutsu
Oraisha. Now, as I have been organizing my thoughts on Richard
Cocks, another Englishman has risen from the depths of memory.

His name was Richard Hudson, an English factor in Hirado.

Before 1613, he was discovered as a boy aboard a Spanish ship
that had entered Uraga from Mexico. William Adams found the
boy and entrusted him to Richard Cocks, chief factor of the English
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trading house in Hirado.

In 1613, when the
English trading house
was established in Hirado
through the efforts of
William Adams, Cocks is said
to have employed this boy
as a servant and had him
receive a Japanese education
at a temple school.

At that time, the boy
reportedly said that his father

had disappeared, together
with his older brother, while
engaged in an exploratory voyage.

The name “Hudson” naturally brings to mind Henry Hudson, who

was exploring the Northwest Passage around this same period.

&

Henry Hudson was an Englishman who lived from the late
sixteenth to the early seventeenth century. He spent the latter part
of his life searching for the Northwest Passage.

The search for the Northwest Passage was an attempt to find a route
from Europe to Asia not by the conventional course around Africa into

the Indian Ocean and then onward to East Asia, but by sailing around
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the northern edge of the American continent into the Pacific, and from
there to Asia. Since the traditional route was controlled by Portugal
and Spain, this northern route was thought to be incomparably shorter
and safer, as well as a way to avoid danger.

In 1607, Hudson was employed by the Muscovy Company and
set out to explore the Arctic Ocean, but he was blocked by sea ice
and forced to abandon the voyage.

Then, in 1609, he was employed by the Dutch East India
Company to search for a route from the central part of North
America to the Pacific. On this voyage, as captain of the Half Moon,
Hudson sailed up the Hudson River and thereby discovered New
York. However, no route to the Pacific was found.

In 1610, this time with joint backing from the English East India
Company and the Virginia Company, Hudson sailed as captain
of the Discovery. From Iceland he proceeded to Greenland, then
discovered the Hudson Strait and Hudson Bay, continuing his
voyage northward. But the ship became trapped in ice, forcing the
crew to spend the winter there.

In the spring of 1611, they were finally freed from the ice. Yet
when Hudson attempted to continue the voyage, the crew mutinied.
Hudson, together with his son John and several other crew
members, was cast adrift from the Discovery in a small boat.

The Discovery returned to England, and the crew members were
put on trial. But the English government, eager for information
about the American continent and the Northwest Passage, acquitted

them. Hudson's wife sent a ship to America to search for him, but
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no trace of Hudson and the others was ever found.

This is what has generally been said about Henry Hudson.

&

And yet, a boy bearing that same name, Hudson, is said to have
been found around the same period aboard a Spanish ship that had
arrived at Uraga from Mexico. Moreover, the boy said that his father
was an explorer and had disappeared with his older brother during
an exploratory voyage.

According to the records of the Discovery, Hudson was accompanied
by his seventeen-year-old son, John Hudson. There is no record,
however, of a younger brother named Richard having been aboard.

Did Henry Hudson perhaps have not only his son John but also a
young son named Richard with him on the Discovery? If the mutinous
crew had abandoned even a young child, that fact would have counted
heavily against them. Did they conceal it for that reason?

There is also another question. The mutiny aboard the Discovery
occurred on the Atlantic side. How could a young boy have crossed
the continent and reached Mexico? The questions only multiply, and
there is no way now to confirm the truth.

As for Richard Hudson, the English factor, his name appears
several times in the diary of the chief factor of the English trading
house, so there can be no doubt that he existed.

In hopes of discovering what became of him, [ visited Hirado

once again. However, his name was not included in the list of
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English trading house members who died in Hirado.

This would mean that, after the English trading house in Hirado
lost out in its competition with the Dutch and was closed, its
members moved to Jakarta—and Richard Hudson, too, must surely
have gone there at that time.

If we suppose that he later returned to England, then he would
have spent half his life making a westward journey around the globe.

But now, all is lost in mist. It seems that the truth of what
happened can only be entrusted to someone in the future who may

encounter this document and take an interest in the mystery.
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